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WHAT IS AUGMENTED REALITY?

Augmented reality is a technology that allows people to 
interact with real-world objects in exciting new ways. 

Whether it’s bringing a postcard to life with a layer of 
video, or overlaying interactive buttons onto a business 
card, a successful AR piece uses a mix of physical and 
virtual elements to create a memorable and engaging 
experience for your audience.

DS Vision is DS Graphics' new 
augmented reality system
Our team is committed to guiding you through to a sucessful AR 
project, but we also want to share the knowledge and best practices 
that we have gathered in our own experience working with the 
technology. Use this guide to get started!
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WHAT CAN IT DO?

DS Vision can integrate rich content 
with your physical print piece:

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Our app utilizes image recognition to 
match the physical piece with its digital 
counterpart in the cloud. 

Once a piece is scanned, any 
combination of interactive media can 
appear on or around the physical piece 
on your device’s screen.

Users can take a screenshot of their AR 
experience to share on social media, 
straight from the DS Vision app.

share-alt Social Media Sharing

Search for DS Vision in your phone’s app store,  
or visit www.ds.vision on your smartphone.



TIPS & BEST PRACTICES

Designing for AR can be tough if you're new to the technology. 
Here we've compiled a list of things we've learned along the 
way that can help you create a successful AR campaign.

Use a unique marker

A marker is the basis for your AR experience. The AR content is 
immediately triggered as soon as the app recognizes the marker, so you 
want it to be as easily recongizable as possible.

Choose an image or layout with hard edges, contrasting values, and a 
distinct silhouette—these factors all help image recognition. 

The marker (left), vs. what the image recognition sees (right). Notice the points of light and dark  
that provide a unique pattern for the image recognition to pick up.



TIMES There's not enough of a difference between these two markers—they will be both recognized as the same image.

Hi, Jane!
Scan the image  

to the left to watch  
a cute puppy video

Hi, John!
Scan the image  

to the left to watch  
a cute kitten video
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Optimize your marker for readability

Avoid repeatable patterns, low contrast, and 
reliance on small details like body text.

TIMES This pattern forms an indistinguishable silhouette that 
is hard to read, and it looks more or less the same from 
any orientation.

TIMES The low contrast of this image makes edges and contours 
difficult to detect, and results in an unreliable scan.

Check Asymmetrical layouts tend to form a more readable 
silhouette, and the top, bottom and sides of the piece are 
clearly identifiable.

Check Try to use imagery that has enough contrast to form 
distinct shapes for image recognition to detect.



TIPS & BEST PRACTICES

Don't rely on AR

Just because you're using AR doesn't mean your 
entire audience will engage with it. Your message 
should remain intact for those who ignore it.

AR is best considered as an enhancement to your 
piece, rather than relying on it to get your  
message across.

Consider the paper  
you're printing on

The glare from a glossy 
coating or varnish could 
interfere with image 
recognition.

Keep your format  
in mind

Holding a magazine open 
with one hand and using a 
phone in the other is not as 
user-friendly as scanning 
a small postcard or free-
standing signage.

Strive for a lightweight 
experience

Keep videos short and 
under 5mb to speed up load 
times and minimize data 
usage for those on a  
cellular connection.

We have found that onboarding for subsequent AR 
experiences will be smoother; people who already have 
DS Vision installed from a previous campaign will  
tend to engage more readily with the next.

Provide clear instructions for engagement

Adding AR to a piece won't do much good if your 
audience doesn't know it's there. Include clear, visible  
instructions on how to download the DS Vision app, 
and which area of the piece they should scan.

We've created some print-ready graphics and 
instructions that you can drop into your design, 
which can be accessed at www.ds.vision.

Sun map STOPWATCH

Other considerations

Use clear instructions to guide your audience 
through the AR experience. Visit www.ds.vision 

to download ready-made graphics to use  
on your print piece.

DOWNLOAD THE FREE
DS VISION APP

WATCH IT
COME TO LIFE!

SCAN THIS PAGE



Need help getting started?

Whether you're brand new to AR technology, or simply 
looking for feedback on your current project,  

our team is ready to help. 

Contact us at sales@dsgraphics.com 
or call (978) 970-1359
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